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Planning Board Meeting Minutes
Monday, January 25, 2015 7:00 p.m.







Townsend Memorial Hall, Selectmen’s Chambers
272 Main Street, Townsend, MA  01469
I. PRELIMINARIES:
1.1   Call the meeting to order – At 7:01 p.m., Chairman L. McNally called the meeting to order  and announced that Member Kathy Araujo, would be participating in the meeting remotely, in accordance with 940 CMR 29.10 (7), where her physical attendance would be unreasonably difficult due to personal illness.  
1.2  Roll call - Present were, Chairman Lance McNally, Vice Chairman Chris Nocella, Clerk, Laura Shifrin, Member K. Araujo (remotely), Member, Ed Howard, Associate Member Jerrilyn Bozicas, and Planning Board Administrator Jeanne Hollows.  
1.3   Additions or Deletions to Agenda Not Reasonably Anticipated by the Chair 48 Hours in 
 
   Advance of the Meeting – Add 3.5  DLTA Grant Update on MRPC Work RE:  Zoning 

                                                                  Related to Housing



        3.6  Capital Planning Committee: Charter & Rep Request   

1.4   Acceptance of Minutes – C. Nocella motioned to approve the draft Minutes of 12/14/15, as edited.  L. Shifrin seconded and a roll call vote was taken as follows:  C. Nocella – aye; K. Araujo – aye; L. Shifrin – aye; E. Howard – aye; J. Bozicas – aye; and L McNally – aye.  Minutes of   01/11/16 and 01/12/16 were tabled.     

II. APPOINTMENTS:   

2.1   7:10 p.m.  ANR Plan – Zachary & Anne Marie Zufelt, 48 Clement Rd, Rose Chaulk – E. Howard disclosed that his father, Atty. Edwin Howard, Sr. had done some work representing the property owners, Zachary and Anne Marie Zufelt, years ago.  When he stated he could be unbiased and objective in reviewing the plans, there were no objections to his participation.  R. Chaulk of Rose Land Survey met with the Board on behalf of the owners who were also present and described a plan to subdivide 25.5 acres between Clement Road and Bailey Road into five lots.  She explained that this would provide separate lots for an existing house at 48 Clement Rd. and an existing house at 3 Bailey Rd., as well as create three additional lots.  A plan was submitted to show potential single driveways for each lot and also a plan to show a common driveway to service three of the lots.  J. Hollows stated she asked Rich Hanks, Zoning Enforcement Officer, to review those plans in relation to Zoning Bylaw §145-24 and he confirmed that each lot would have “viable, vital frontage,” a pre-requisite to granting a common drive.  It was noted that proposed easement language needed for common drives was provided.  L. Shifrin motioned to allow a waiver of Planning Rules and Regulations §175-10 D. (10) requiring a NAVD 1988 Benchmark to be located on site based on the low-impact plan.  C. Nocella seconded and a roll call vote was taken as follows:  C. Nocella – aye; K. Araujo – aye; S. Shifrin – aye; E. Howard – aye; J. Bozicas – aye; and L. McNally – aye.  L. Shifrin motioned to allow a waiver of Planning Board Rules and Regulations §175-11 C. (2) to allow a scale of 1” = 80’ rather than 1” = 40’ in order to show the entire subdivision on one sheet.  E. Howard seconded and a roll call vote was taken as follows:  C. Nocella – aye; K. Araujo – aye; S. Shifrin – aye; E. Howard – aye; J. Bozicas – aye; and L McNally – aye.  C. Nocella motioned to approve and endorse the plan as an “Approval Not Required” Plan under Subdivision Control Law.  L. Shifrin seconded and a roll call vote was taken as follows:  C. Nocella – aye; K. Araujo – aye; S. Shifrin – aye; E. Howard – aye; J. Bozicas – aye; and L McNally – aye.  
III. WORKSESSION:  

3.1   Authorize $1,500 Payment to Ducharme & Dillis for Site Inspection at Deer Run, Alyssa Drive – L. Shifrin motioned to authorize payment of $1,500.00 to Ducharme & Dillis for consulting engineering work done at the “Deer Run Open Space Preservation Development” on Alyssa Drive off Ash St.  C. Nocella seconded and a roll call vote was taken as follows:  C. Nocella – aye; K. Araujo – aye; S. Shifrin – aye; E. Howard – aye; J. Bozicas – aye; and L McNally – aye.  
3.2   Draft Letter to Dept. of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) in Support of the 


     Community Development Block Grant Application - The Board reviewed a letter drafted by J. Hollows to the Department of Housing and Community Development from the Planning Board in support of the 2016 Community Development Block Grant Application to be submitted to the State by staff at the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC).  C. Nocella motioned to approve the letter.  L. Shifrin seconded and a roll call vote was taken as follows:  C. Nocella – aye; K. Araujo – aye; S. Shifrin – aye; E. Howard – aye; J. Bozicas – aye; and L McNally – aye.   
3.3   Memo from Jodie Deschenes, Executive Assistant to Town Administrator: Request to 


     Prepare Annual Report – The Board reviewed a memo from Jodie Deschenes requesting that Boards and Committee submit their Annual Reports by Feb. 29th.  J. Hollows stated she will work on a draft Annual Report.
3.4   Medical Marijuana:  Compare Existing Bylaws in Lunenburg/Pepperell – L. McNally stated he would work on a spreadsheet with draft language for a Medical Marijuana Bylaw for Townsend to be addressed by the Board at their meeting of 02/22/16.  A discussion ensued.  L. Shifrin stated she knows someone who has a medical marijuana card acquired from the Police Station and asked if that individual could meet with the Board.  E. Howard stated the medical community is now treating everyone with meds, even opiates and pain killers.  He added that they should look at indoor versus outdoor cultivation as well as residential versus commercial activities.  L. McNally stated that State Law now allows the use of medicinal marijuana, however the towns are allowed to enact some regulations.  It was agreed that the Board should create a draft bylaw first, and then invite the public to solicit input from them.  It was also noted that a public hearing would eventually be required.
3.5   DLTA Grant Update on MRPC Work RE:  Zoning Related to Housing – The Board noted that Chantell Fleck, Regional Planner at MRPC asked to meet with Co-Land Use Coordinators, Karen Chapman and Jeanne Hollows to draft a “Scope of Services” for the Board to approve at a future meeting.  A date was scheduled for 2/17/16.

3.6   Capital Planning Committee:  Charter & Request for Representative – The Board reviewed Chapter 14 of the Charter in response to a request from the Town Administrator to appoint a representative to the Capital Planning Committee.  E. Howard stated he might be able to volunteer but would need to know when and how often meetings would take place.  Following a brief discussion, J. Hollows was asked to contact former Capital Planning Committee Member Andrea Wood to ask for some specific information.     
IV.
CORRESPONDENCE:

The following correspondence (#4.1 and #4.3) was received and reviewed by the Board.  

4.1  CPTC (Citizen Planner Training Collaborative) Conference Notice:  Save the Date

4.2  Tennessee Gas Pipeline Working Group: Notice from Leslie Gabrilska, Conservation Agent – The Board reviewed a request from Conservation Agent, Leslie Gabrilska, for Board representative to attend a public hearing on Tuesday, April 5th at Lunenburg High School at 7:00 p.m. to discuss a request from Tennessee Gas to the Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities asking for survey authorization on four properties in town who had not granted permission for such activity.  L. McNally stated he would plan to attend 

4.3  Notices from Townsend / Other Towns

V.
ADJOURNMENT:
 


5.1   At 8:20 p.m. C. Nocella motioned to adjourn the meeting.  K. Araujo seconded and a roll call vote was taken as follows:  C. Nocella – aye; K. Araujo – aye; S. Shifrin – aye; E. Howard – aye; J. Bozicas – aye; and L McNally – aye.
(Transcribed from notes)

Respectfully Submitted by

Jeanne Hollows 

Planning Board Administrator
LIST OF PERTINENT DOCUMENTS / EXHIBITS per Agenda Item (Attached or Available as Noted)  Any documents not attached herewith are available for review in the Planning / Land Use Office.

3.2   Draft Letter to Dept. of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) in Support of the 


   Community Development Block Grant Application - Attached
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